FIDDLING WHILE ROME BURNS it is a commitment to and relationship with God the Father,
Dom James M. Deschene Son and Holy Ghost. But our faith — and that commitment —

is guarded and supported by words; it is incarnated in words.

VERYONE knows the story (probably legendary) of the 1,15 we have enshrined our belief in creeds and prayers and
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Fiddling and promises to be handsomely formated, covered like the Monastic Breviary in a soft | faith on the
Rome are my| cover material “Vivella” with gilt edges, with ribbons. It should retail for $ 30.00 § |pasis of a
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As with Nero’s fiddling and the destruction of ancient change the sacrament and lose its essence. Change the words
Rome, so this modern tendency to fiddle and fuss with the of faith and you may lose the faith’s essence.
texts of prayers and liturgies is linked with the undermining  p,eqe thoughts were prompted by a comment made to me
and destruction of our ancient faith. As Orthodox Christians, by a couple who were telling me how they found themselves
committed to the original faith of Christianity, we need tobe ,j;anared by one priest’s tinkering with the words of the

aware of and concerned with such fiddling. Indeed, it is not Lord's Prayer. It was a minor tinkering and did not essentially
unknown for such fiddling — or at least a hankering for such

fiddling — ro be found among some Orthodox Christians and
their clergy.

change the meaning of the prayer. In fact it was an entirely
unnecessary change and was done for no other reason than
the whim of the priest and his unwarranted presumption that

Now it may be argued that the faith rests upon more sure he could improve on the traditional wording, His assump-
and firm foundations than mere words. But does it? In one ign that he had the right to make such a change, as well as
sense, of course, faith is not a matter of mere words, insofaras the alienared feeling created in the listeners by his changes, is






