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WHEREIN ALLHAH BEEN RECORDED
"FENGE SHAILJUDGEMENT BE AWARDED

Prayers for the Faithful Departed

“Pray one for another” (James 5:16). “Whether we live
ordie, we are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). “Love never faileth”
(1 Cor. 13:8). “Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that
will I do, that the Father may be glovified in the Son” (John
14:13).

In God all are alive. Church life is penetrated by a
living awareness and feeling that our dead ones con-
tinue to live after death, only in a different form than
on earth, and that they are not deprived of spiritual
nearness to those who remain on earth. Therefore, the
bond of prayer with them on the part of the pilgrim
Church (on earth) does not cease. “Neither death nor life

. shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38). The departed need
only one kind of help from their brethren: prayer and
petition for the remission of their sins.

“And this is the confidence that we have in Him (the Son
of God), that, if we ask anything according to His will, He
heareth us. And we if we know that He hear us, whatsoever

we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired
of Him. And if any man see his brother sin a sin which is not
unto death, be shall ask and He shall give him life, for them
that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say
that he shall pray for it” (1 John 5:14-16).

Corresponding to this instruction of the Apostle,
the Church prays for all its children who have died with
true repentance. Praying for them as for those who
are alive, the Church follows the words of the Apostle;
“Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lovds. For to this
end Christ both died and rose, and revived, that He might be
Lord both of the dead and living” (Rom. 14:8-9) . ..

In the Old Testament Church also there existed
the custom of praying for the dead. Concerning this
there is the testimony of sacred history. Thus, in the
days of the pious leader of the Jews, Judas Maccabe-
us, when after an inspection of those who had fallen
on the field of battle, there was found in their gar-
ments plunder from the gifts offered to idols, all the
Jews “blessed theways of the Lovd, the righteous Judge, Who
reveals the things that are hidden; and they turned to prayer,
beseeching that the sin which had been committed might be
wholly blotted out.” And Judas Maccabeus himself sent
to Jerusalem to “provide for a sin offering In doing this he
acted very well and honorably, taking account of the resur-
rection” (2 Mac. 12:39-46).

That the remission of sins for those who have
sinned not unto death can be given both in the pres-
ent life and after death is naturally to be concluded
from the words of the Lord Himself: “Whosoever spea-
keth a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him,
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, it shall not
be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to
come” (Matt. 12:32). Similarly, from the word of God
we know that the Lord Jesus has “the keys of hell and
of death” (Rev. 1:18); consequently, He has power to
open the gates of hell by the prayers of the Church
and by power of the propitiatory Bloodless Sacrifice
[the Holy Eucharist] which is offered for the dead.

In the Christian Church all the ancient licurgies,
both of East and West, testify to the church’s re-
membrance in prayer of the dead. Such licurgies are
known under the names of the Holy Apostle James,
the brother of the Lord, St. Basil the Great, St. John
Chrysostorn, and St. Gregory the Dialogist. Similar
references are to be found in the Roman, Spanish and
Gallican liturgies, and finally, in the ancient liturgies
of the groups that separated from Orthodoxy: the Ja-
cobites, Copts, Armenians, Ecthiopians, Syrians, and






